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One More Issue to Go!  Stay tuned for June when our student-journalism season stops the presses. 

Join our students for the 
conclusion of their stories. 
Pages 4, 5.  

Smells Like  
Nirvana 

The influence of Kurt  
Cobain, for good or worse. 
Page 13.  

Diamonds Are 
Open for Biz 

Baseball, Softball seasons 
begin. Pages 9, 10, 12.  

How Mad Was Your March? 
Your Bracketology? Page 9.  

Pucker Up 

What happens at the Spring 
Dance….. Page 11.  

Photo by Lily Groover 

Officer Mark Nicosia poses with his sweet ride. Learn more about our SPO squad, page 2.  

‘What do you know? You’re just a kid’ 
The importance of valuing a young person’s opinion 

See Opinions, page 2 

The true costs of college 
‘Don’t forget to apply today… your spot awaits’ 

See College, page 3 

Bikers for the win 

Jordon Chando, junior, was one of a few  
bikers at NLHS’s Spirit Day to take on  
Surfers. More Spirited photos on page 3. 

Art by Lacey Groover 

Maddening 

LGBTQ, Pt. II 
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To protect and serve NL 

They may be kids, but their opinions still matter 
Opinions, from page 1 

Officers Mark Nicosia (insert) and Zachary 
Wargula protect and serve the NL district 
while making connections with students 
and faculty along the way.  
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College application fees force more savings on seniors 
College, from page 1 

Emma Wensing, Cadence Whalen, Zoe Ed-

wards. 

Laurence Nichols. Jameelah Gonzalez, Lola Millroy. 
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Safety and Equality 
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The stories our NL students told were raw and eye-opening. This interview 
made an immense impact on these students as well as the Slate staff. So    
immense, that it needed to span over two, separate issues. Courtney Gutai,             
        Lacey Groover, and Bethany Barrett are very brave for stepping 
                  up, and telling the community their struggles. So welcome to 
                     our LGBTQ+ students’ stories, part II. 

See LGBTQ, page 5 
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‘People need to get out of the binary’ 
LGBTQ, from page 4 

Courtney Gutai, Bethany Barrett, Lacey Groover. 
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Northern Lehigh High School 
1 Bulldog Lane 

Slatington, PA 18080 
theslatenews@nlsd.org 

The Slate, published six times a year, is the journalistic 
voice of Northern Lehigh High School. Support for a free 
press is provided by Northern Lehigh administration: Dr. 
Matthew Link (superintendent), Dr. Tania Stoker (assistant 
superintendent), Mr. John Rushefski (acting principal) and 
Mr. Michael Strohl (assistant principal).  

Keona Dyer, Maddy Mack, Caitlin Kirk,  
Haven Moore, Gabby Lonberger,  
Lacey Groover,  Patrick Conway 

Mrs. Kathy Nowlin 

Callum Zimmerman, Delaney Szwast,  
Abby Peartree, Ayden Scanlon, Bailey Smith, 

Savannah Hall, Emily Mack 

EDITORIAL 

One Step Ahead 

After hearing of [yesterday’s] 
shooting, I do now fear that 
I may experience a school 
shooting in my tenure as a 
teacher. May not be in this 
building, but perhaps I will 
know, personally or profes-
sionally, someone directly 
involved in one. 

Staff Member 

You never know when 
it could happen and 
even though we are 
trained to be pre-
pared for it, there are 
so many different 
scenarios that could 
happen. 

9th Grader 

 Yes, we go through all these 
drills to be prepared for a shooting. We 
have to put ourselves into that mindset 
that it could be a reality. If it wasn’t a 
concern, we wouldn’t do any of that, but 
because we do, it will always be some-
thing we have to worry about. 

12th Grader 

Yes, it’s hard to wake up every 
morning to go somewhere that 
could be in danger. Then just 
sitting in school, scared of every 
announcement, and making sure 
you know your plan and exit. 

10th Grader 

No, I personally feel safe at the 
school and the administration 
does a good job when there’s 
serious stuff happening like ‘the 
bullet.’ They took good precau-
tions and it made most kids feel 
safe. 

12th Grader 

For me, it would be terrifying 
because I’d have to be outside 
for triage if there aren’t 
enough ambulances for peo-
ple that were hurt. 

9th Grader 

It only depends on 
where the shooter is, and 
if I can get out of the 
building. 

10th Grader 

It’s always a possibility. 
You think, “It would 
never happen here in 
Slatington. But, that’s 
probably what kids in 
Sandy Hook thought 
too.”  
                       11th Grader 
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By Patrick Conway 

Democratic socialism as 
an ideology focuses on 
mandated democratic 
socialism — embodied 
as a system. 
We have the  
opportunity to 
be pragmatic, 
and prepare 
for the development of  
socialism, together, 
through locally demo-
cratic means. 

“Forget saving for college… I need to keep saving to apply!”  According to U.S. News and Weekly Report, colleges and universities use application fees to cover the 
costs involved in the admissions process – not for any other purpose. It ensures they only receive applications from students serious about attending their school. On aver-
age, the application fee in the US is $43-50 for moderate universities. However, for Ivy League colleges, the fee is as high as $90.  

Thinking about college? Better save ( just to apply)               By Keona Dyer 

Democratic Socialism 
How we can organize a community 
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Letters should not exceed 200 words and may be sent to: theslatenews@nlsd.org 

By Ayden Scanlon 

Looking ahead: The future awaits 

An Ode to the Ocean: Long may she wave 

This is your last chance to let us know whatcha think! The Slate 
publishes a bunch of topics — some touchy ones that are not the 
norm for a student publication. If you have a different view,  
share it! We have one issue left this year.  
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Back to the Bump 
Baseball and  

softball return 

Bracketology Overload: An review of the Madness 

See Diamonds, page 12 

Photo by Lifetouch 

Nick Buskirk throws so much heat  
that his cap flies off.  

Photo by Lifetouch 

Emma Smith — right down the pike. 
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Photo by Lifetouch 

Coach Ryan Fegley, Nick Buskirk, Connor Simms, Jackson Van Norman, Jack Tosh, 
Conner Martinez, Coach Gerald Kresge, Brody Sterner, Brayden Tocci, Reese Lipsky, 
Chris Vargas, Brendan Hill-Geake, Lawson Hoffman (no longer on the team), Brayden 
Buskirk, team manager Porter Kern.  

Photo by Lifetouch 

Conner Martinez 

Photo by Lifetouch 

Lawson Hoffman 

Photo by Lifetouch 

Brayden Buskirk 

Photo by Lifetouch 

Tyler Fenstermaker 

Photo by Lifetouch 

Coaches Kresge and Fegley 

Photo by Lifetouch 

Reese Lipsky 

Photo by Lifetouch 

Brayden Tocci 
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Photo by Lifetouch 

Jack Tosh 

Diamond ref lections 
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Diamonds, from page 9 

Photo by Lifetouch 

Seniors: Hayley Thoder, Cadence Peters, Jordyn Hemingway, 
Jeweliana Andrews. 

Photo by Lifetouch 

Hayley Fenstermaker. 
Photo by Lifetouch 

Marissa Maehrer. 

Photo by Lifetouch 

(Left) Kaitlyn Stock, (Above) Jordyn Hemingway. 

The fields 
are alive 

Coach Jason Smith, Coach Gabryella Wilder, Lily Watt, Cadence Peters, Grace Bauer, Leah Wentz, Kylee 
Snyder, Jordyn Hemingway, Skyelar Horack, Head coach Katie Farber, (middle) Kaitlyn Stock, Peyton  
Hoffman, Adriana Danyluk, Emma Smith, Caralena Lewis, Arabella Heintzelman, Naerobys Silverio,  
(bottom) Jeweliana Andrews, Aubrey Reinhard, Marissa Maehrer, Haylie Fenstermaker, Hayley Thoder. 

Varsity and junior high softballers 

Row 1 (L-R):  Ryleigh Bellesfield, Fiona Jones, Audriana Wertman; Row 2 (L-R): Elianna Castillo, McKen-
zie Chruscial, Coralyn Royer, Amara Fiorito, Sophia Fiorito; Row 3 (L-R): Coach Wilder, Coach Yesik, Emily 
Gad, Addison Smith, Morgan Smith, Tegan Simms, Annalisa Douglas, Savannah Kast, Coach Chruscial 
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Smells like a controversial inf luence 

See Cobain, page 14 
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What We Can All Take Away From Bringing Back a Moment 

Cobain, from page 13 

He encouraged you to ‘Come as you are’ 

The Great Dopamine Detox 
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Take a trip back in time to World War II-era student 

journalism! Courtesy of the Boyer family (yes, that 

Boyer family), this Slate from almost 100 years ago, 

mentions a chorus performance delayed due to war 

happenings, and part of "Hitler's will" in which he re-

turns his mustache to "Charles Chaplain." Do you 

know any of the staff members? We thank the Boyer 

family for sharing this piece of Slate history with us all. 

 

WW2 Slates 
unearthed 
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Scenes from the ‘Lightning Thief’ 

Photos by Michael Feifel 

Clockwise from top left: Alex Feifel; members of Camp 
Half-Blood; Jessica Erkinger; Jackson Hunsicker; Su-
san Gilsbach; Ayden Scanlon. 


